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Don’t make C.R.A.P.

Contrast AlignmentRepetition Proximity



What TV show or 
movie did your 
parent(s) and/or 
guardian(s) try to 
stop you from 
watching? 



Design Software

Typography

White Space

Grid Theory

Color Harmony



Design Software

https://helpx.adobe.com/creative-cloud/tutorials-explore.html


Typography

vs.

Typeface Font

Montserrat

Montserrat Thin
Montserrat Extra Light

Montserrat Light
Montserrat Medium

Montserrat Semibold
Montserrat Bold

Montserrat Extra Bold
Montserrat Black

Only Use Two 
Typefaces.



write another line here

entrepreneurial activities differ 

substantially depending on the type 

of organization and creativity 

involved. entrepreneurship ranges in 

scale from solo. entrepreneurial 

activities differ substantially 

depending on the type of 

organization and creativity involved. 

White Space

Use of whitespace between 

paragraphs and in the left and 

right margins increased 

comprehension by almost 

20% (Lin, 2004).



Column Grid

Grid Theory

Modular Grid



Color Harmony

Monochromatic Analogous Complementary



quizPOP
QUIZ

1. What is my son’s name? 

2. What allowed me to keep 
my street cred at school 
when I wasn’t allowed to 
watch The Simpsons? 

3. Which three district logos 
appeared on the color story 
slide? 





This is the definition of the principle. It 

should take up no more than two lines. 

Principle

Do this

Here is one thing you 
should do to apply this 
principle. 

Here is another thing 
you should do to apply 
this principle. 

Don’t do this

Here is one thing you 
should do to apply this 
principle. 

Here is another thing 
you should do to apply 
this principle. 



If two items are not exactly the same, 

then make them really different. 

Contrast

Do this

Add contrast through 
typeface, font, weight, 
color, shape, size, space, 
etc. 

Everything has an 
opposite. Pick 
something that would 
have the most impact 
and USE CONTRAST.  

Don’t do this

Make something slightly 
different and call it 
contrast. 

Add contrast to every 
element on the page. 



Contrast

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LV-c4_MfXb57QD3NHS_iq4ztDjkt0vGMYGIqvvS1bIo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LV-c4_MfXb57QD3NHS_iq4ztDjkt0vGMYGIqvvS1bIo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14l6lArY-2QCNfJYCvhKPQHXb6sVuk9xEKUv6ao0RGjc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14l6lArY-2QCNfJYCvhKPQHXb6sVuk9xEKUv6ao0RGjc/edit?usp=sharing


Repeat some aspects of the design 

throughout the entire piece.

Repetition

Do this

Think about repetition as 
consistency and apply it 
to everything. 

Add elements whose 
sole purpose is 
repetition. 

Don’t do this

Repeat a visual element 
so much that it becomes 
annoying or 
overwhelming. 

Try to repeat too many 
elements on a single 
page design. 



Repetition



Repeat some aspects of the design 

throughout the entire piece.

Repetition

Do this

Think about repetition as 
consistency and apply it 
to everything. 

Add elements whose 
sole purpose is 
repetition. 

Don’t do this

Repeat a visual element 
so much that it becomes 
annoying or 
overwhelming. 

Try to repeat too many 
elements on a single 
page design. 



Repetition



Every item should have a visual alignment 

with something else on the page. 

Alignment

Do this

Always find something 
else on the page to align 
with, even if the two 
objects are far away from 
one another. 

Don’t do this

Use every different text 
alignment (right, left, 
center) on the same 
page. 

Use center alignment as 
a default. 



Alignment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLPCM6I2kWJZYIjZIHT-FaUM9ZSKN0dPyNJeNf3lBPA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TLPCM6I2kWJZYIjZIHT-FaUM9ZSKN0dPyNJeNf3lBPA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iJvwrybuMaQWGQhkFtVf0ICuYI686oXLPiIhED3mx9E/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1iJvwrybuMaQWGQhkFtVf0ICuYI686oXLPiIhED3mx9E/edit?usp=sharing


Group related items together. Physical 

closeness implies a relationship.

Do this

Create 3-5 visual 
elements on a single 
page. 

Use white space to 
separate visual elements. 

Proximity

Don’t do this

Create relationships with 
elements that don’t 
belong together. 

Add extra elements just 
because the space is 
empty. 



Proximity

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VX4ta3pZSZIeUYe3-GCmDWyaCJsx-TEF60D69H59haM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VX4ta3pZSZIeUYe3-GCmDWyaCJsx-TEF60D69H59haM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HIuxPBuS3Sb5TMipOvL-pbb26ptW2rw-cKK0NYOopIw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HIuxPBuS3Sb5TMipOvL-pbb26ptW2rw-cKK0NYOopIw/edit?usp=sharing


quizPOP
QUIZ

1. What does the acronym 
C.R.A.P. stand for? 

2. What was your favorite part 
of this presentation? 

3. What was the most practical 
or useful part of this 
presentation? 
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